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TRIDANDAM
The Tndandam the Jeeyar carries is composed of
three split bamboo strips They represent the three
Realities
1)  The Nature;   2) The soul and 3) The God.
The three should never be separated To them is
tied the fourth which represents the Sanyasi's Acharya
who acts as the intercessor between God and the Soul.
The person who holds the Tridandam is called a
Tndandi. The Tndandam is made of a specially chosen
bamboo taken from a bunch of bamboo, from the same
stem grown on a mound of earth. It should be a single
piece with no holes and no broken pieces. It is then
sliced. One of the reasons for choosing bamboo is not
only because of its light weight to carry but it was also
used (as a flute) by Lord Krishna to play music. God
has taken the Venu or the Flute made of bamboo as the
medium for propagating His message to the world. It
is believed that the bamboo has a Jiva (is full of life)
There have been instances of shoots sprouting from a
Tridandam of a Jeeyar even after several years,
indicating that there is life in it. That is also the reason
why it is called Jiva Dandam. If the Tridandam by
accident gets impure, it can be purified by a ritual -
cleaning it with the tail of the Cow (Govatam) and with
turmeric powder.
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